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The Firſt Paper. 


E diſcourſe we had the other day, I hozs < hed you _ oy 
- main, that Chriſt can have but one Charch here x - 
| Farth, and I believt that it is as viſible as that the Sol 
ture 15 1n ae : - That none can be that Church, but that, which is - 
called the Roman Catholick Chureh, I think you need-not trouble 
your ſelf with entring into that Ocean of particular diſputes, when 
the main, and intruth, the only queſtion is? Where that Church is, 
which we profeſs to belicye in the two Creeds? We declare there 
to believe one Catholick, and Apoſtolick Church, and it is not left. 
toevery phantaſtical man's head to believe as he pleaſes, but tothe \ 
Church, to whom Chriſt lefr the power upon Earth to govern us 
in mattersof Faith, who made theſe Creeds for our direQions. It, 
were'a very Irrational thing' to make Laws for a Country, and: 
leave it to the Inhabitants to be the Interpreters and Judges of? * 
thoſe Laws ; For then every anan will. be his own Judge, and by *? 
conſequence no ſuch thing as either Right or Wrong. '- Can we! 
therefore ſuppoſe that God Almighty would leave us at"thoſe un? 
certainties, as.to give us a/Rule to go by, and leave'every. man 70h. 
be his own Judge ? TI do 'ask any ingenuous man, "whether it be 
nor. the ſame thing to follow*bur own: phancy \or't&'interprer the!) 
Scripture by'it ? I would have any. may. ſhew me, where the epow-!.} 
er of deciding matters of Faith is given to every. particular man.” 
Chriſt left his yoo to his Church evento' forgive Sins 1n Heavpd ” 
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and leit his Spirit with them, which they exerciſed after his Re- 


 ſurreftion - Firſt by his Apoſtles in-thele Creeds, and many years 


after by the Council at Nzce, where*that Creede was made that is 
called by that name, and by the power which they had received 


from. Chriſt, they were the Judges ' even of the . Scripture it ſelf 


. many years aſter the Apoſt]es, which Books were Canonical and 
'. Which were-not. And it they had this power then, I delire to 
| . know how they came ta loſe it, and by what Authority men ſepa- 
: rate themſelves from that Church 2 The only pretence I ever heard 
of, was, becauſe the Church has failed in wreſting ard interpreting 
- the Scripture contrary, to the true ſenceand meaning of it, and that 
r they have impoſed Articles of Faith upon_us, which are nat to be 
- tvarranted by Gods word? I do deſire to know whois to bz Judge 
- of that, whether the whole Church, the Succeiſian whereof has 
' continued to this day without - interruption, or particular men 
Who have raiſed Schiſms for their own advantage © ? 
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The. Second Paper. 


T is a ſad thing to conſider what a world of: Hereſies are crept 

Ef into this Nation ; Every man thinks himſelf as competent a 
6 Judge of the Scriptures as the very Apoliles themſelves 3 and 'tis 

no wonder that it ſhould: be ſo, fince- that part of the Nation, 
x hich looks moſt like a Church, dares not bring the true Argu- 
Ments-againſt the other Seds, for fear they ſhauld be rurned againſt 
i 2m(elves, and confuted by their own" Arguments. The Church 
Exgland:( as 'tis call'd,); would: fajn bave it thought, that they 

are the Judges in matters Spiritual, and*yet dare;not lay poſitively 
that there is no Appeal from them; for-ceither they muſt ſay, thac 
Pa Wy are infallible..(-which: they. cannot"pretend to |) or confels 
Lthat what they degide in matters of: Conſcence, is no further to 
e followed, than it agrees with every mans private judgment. 

Ly : | Cliſt did. leave a CONC wget Earth, and we were alt once 
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the deep things of God ; and he concludeth the Chapter wirh this 
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of that. Church, how ? and by what Authority, did we ſeparatt 
from that Church ? It the power of: Interpreting of Scripture be 
in every mans brain, what need have we of a Church or Churchs 
men ? To what purpole then did. out Saviour, after he had give 
his Apoſtles Power to Bind and Loofe in Heaven and Fatth, add 
to it, that he would be with them even to the End of the World ?! 
Theſe words were not {poken Parabolically, or by way of Figute.' 
Chriſt was then aſcendingjzato his Glory, and left his power witks 
his Church even to the Eng of the World. We have had: theſe 
hundred years paſt, the ſad effe&s of denying to: the. Chuich that 
Power in matters Spiritual, without an Appeal: Whar Country: 
can (ubſiſt in peace or quiet, where there is not a Supream Judge 
from whence there can be no Appeal ? Can there be any . Juſtice: 
done where the Offenders are their own Judges, and equal Inter- 
preters of the Law, with thoſe that are appointed: to admitiiſter 
fuſtice? This s our Cafe here in England - 1n matters Spiritual ;' 
tor the Proteſtants are not of the Church of England, as "tis the 
trae Church from whence there can be no Appeal; but becauſe 
the Dilcipline of that Church is conformable at that preſent to 
their fancies, which as ſoon as it ſhall contradict or vary from, they 
are really ro embrace or Joun with the next Congregation of peo= 
4-e ng Diſcipline and Worſhip agrees with their opinion at 
that time, fo that accordify to this doctrine there 1s no other 
Church, nor Interpreter of &cripture but that which lies in every. 
mans giddy Brain. I defire to know therefore of every ſerious 
conſiderer of theſe things, whether the great work of onr Salvation 
ought to depend upon ſuch-aSandy foundation as this ? Did Chriſt 
ever ſay to the Civil Magiſtrate ( much leſs to the People ) that; 
he would be with them to the End of the World ? Or, did he 
give them the power ro forgive Sins ? St. Paul tells the Corinthians, 
ye are Gods Husbandry, ye-are Gods Building ; we are Laborers ; 
with God. This ſhews who are the Labourers, and who are the | 
Husbandry-and Building 5 And in this whole Chapter and in the : 
preceding one, St. Paul takespreat pains to ſet forth that they, the ; 
Clergy have the Spirit of God, without which no man ſearcherh | 


verſe, For who hath known;the mind of the Lord: that he may . 
inſtra& him ? But we have the mind of Chriſt. Now if we do 
but conſider in human probability and reaſon, the powers Chriſt | 
leaves to his Church in the Goſpel,. and St. Paul explains fo di- ! 
ſtintly afterwards, we cannot,think that our Saviour faid all theſe - 
things to no purpoſe ; And-pray confider on the other fide, thac |; 
thoſe, "who reſiſt the cruth, and will not ſubmit to this Church,” 
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